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FORT WORTH CENTRAL OFFICE
1501 Hemphill St Rm A
Fort Worth, TX 76104
817-332-3533
www.fortworthaa.org
~Central Office Meetings~
Tuesday, August 13th.
Steering Committee Meeting - 6pm
Central Office Reps - 7pm
*Both meetings take place at the Harbor Club
3000 W 5TH St, Fort Worth 76107

~COMBINED DI STRIC T SI X ~
Saturday, August 10 th . – Meadowbrook Group – 11am
~ Committee Meeting s ~
Special Needs - TBA
Correct io ns – Sunday, August 4th. @ Primary Purpose – 2pm
C.P.C./ P.I. – July 21st. @ Southwest Grp – 4:30pm
Grapevine – TBA
Treat ment - Sunday, August 4th. – Meadowbrook – 2pm
District 61 -- Saturday, July 13 th . @ Foundation Grp – 9am
District 62 -- Saturday, July 13th. @ Northeast Group – 9:30am
District 64 -- Saturday, August 10 th . - @ Meadowbrook - 9am
District 74 -- Sunday, July 21st @ Decatur Group – 2pm

STEP VII
“Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings”

“Since this Step so speciﬁcally concerns itself with humility, we should pause here to
consider what humility is and what the prac8ce of it can mean to us. Indeed, the a;ainment of
greater humility is the founda8on principle of each of A.A.’s Twelve Steps. For without some degree of
humility, no alcoholic can stay sober at all. Nearly all A.A.’s have found, too, that unless they
develop much more of this precious quality than may be required just for sobriety, they s8ll haven’t much
chance of becoming truly happy. Without it, they cannot live to much useful purpose, or, in adversity, be
able to summon the faith that can meet any emergency.
Humility, is a word and as an ideal, has a very bad 8me of it in our world. Not only is the idea
misunderstood; the word itself is oIen intensely disliked. Many people haven’t even a nodding
acquaintance with humility as a way of life. Much of the everyday talk we hear, and a great deal of what
we read, highlights man’s pride in his own achievements.
With great intelligence, men of science have been forcing nature to disclose her secrets. The
immense resources now being harnessed promise such a quan8ty of material blessings that many have
come to believe that a man-made millennium lies just ahead. Poverty will disappear, and there will be such
abundance that everybody can have all the security and personal sa8sfac8ons he desires. The theory
seems to be that once everybody’s primary ins8ncts are sa8sﬁed, there won’t be much leI to quarrel
about. The world will then turn happy and be free to concentrate on culture and
character. Solely by their own intelligence and labor, men will have shaped their own des8ny.
Certainly no alcoholic, and surely no member of A.A.,wants to deprecate material
achievement. Nor do we enter into debate with the many who s8ll so passionately cling to the belief that
to sa8sfy our basic natural desires is the main object of life. But we are sure that no class of people in the
world ever made a worse mess of trying to live by this formula than alcoholics. For thousands of years we
have been demanding more than our share of security, pres8ge, and romance. When we seemed to be
succeeding, we drank to dream s8ll greater dreams. When we were frustrated, even in part, we drank for
oblivion. Never was there enough of what we thought we wanted.
In all these strivings, so many of them well-inten8oned, our crippling handicap had been our lack of
humility. We had lacked the perspec8ve to see that character-building and spiritual values had to come
ﬁrst, and the material sa8sfac8ons were not the purpose of living. Quite characteris8cally, we had gone all
out in confusing the ends with the means. Instead of regarding the sa8sfac8on of our material desires as
the means by which we could live and func8on as human beings, we had taken these
sa8sfac8ons to be the ﬁnal end and aim of life.”
Used with permission of AAWS, Inc.
12X12 Pg. 70-71
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Big Book Quote of the Month
“My Creator, I am now willing that you should have all of me, good and bad. I pray that
you now remove from me every single defect of character which stands in the way of
my
usefulness to you and my fellows. Grant me strength, as I go out from here, to do your
bidding. Amen”
Used with permission by the AAWS, INC., Big Book pg. 76

TRADITION VII
Editorial: On the 7th Tradi8on
1948 Vol.5 No. 1
“The A.A. Groups themselves ought to be fully supported by the voluntary contribuGon of their
own members. We think that each group should soon achieve its ideal: that any public solicitaGon of

funds using the name of Alcoholics Anonymous is highly dangerous, whether by groups, clubs, hospitals
or other outside agencies; that acceptance of large giMs from any source, or of contribuGons carrying
any
obligaGon whatever, is unwise. Then too, we view with much concern those A.A. treasuries which
conGnue, beyond prudent reserves, to accumulate funds for no stated A.A. purpose. Experience has
oMen warned us that nothing can so surely destroy our spiritual heritage as fuGle disputes over
property, money, and authority.”
“Our growth con8nuing, the combined income of Alcoholics Anonymous members will soon reach
the astounding total of $250,000,000, a quarter of billion dollars yearly. This is the direct result of A.A.
membership. Sober we now have it, drunk we would not. By contrast, our overall A.A. expenses are triﬂing.
For instance, the A.A. General Oﬃce now costs us $1.50 per member a year. As a fact, the New York
oﬃce asks the groups for this sum twice a year because not all of them contribute. Even so, the sum per
member is exceedingly small. If an A.A. happens to live in a large metropolitan center where an
intergroup oﬃce is absolutely essen8al to handle heavy inquiries and hospital arrangements he
contributes (or probably should contribute) about $5.00 annually. To pay the rent of his own group mee8ng
place, and maybe coﬀee and doughnuts, he might drop $25.00 a year in the hat. Or, if he belongs to a club
it could be $50.00. In case he takes The A.A. Grapevine he squanders an extra $2.50!
So, the A.A. member who really meets his group responsibili8es ﬁnds himself liable for about $5.00
a month on the average. Yet his own personal income may be anywhere between $200. and $2,000. a
month--the direct result of not drinking.
"But", some will contend, "our friends want to give us money to furnish that new club house. We
are a new small group. Most of us are s8ll pre;y broke. What then"?
I am sure that myriads of the A.A. voices would now answer the new group saying, "Yes, we know just how
you feel. We once solicited money ourselves. We even solicited publicly. We thought we could do a lot of
good with other peoples' money. But we found that kind of money too hot to handle. It aroused
unbelievable controversy. It simply wasn't worth it. Besides, it set a precedent which has tempted many
people to use the valuable name of Alcoholics Anonymous for other than A.A. purposes. While there may
be li;le harm in a small friendly loan which your group really means to repay, we really beg you to think
hard before you ask the most willing friend to make a large dona8on. You can, and you soon will, pay your
own way. For each of you these overhead expenses will never amount to more than the price of one bo;le
of good whiskey a month. You will be everlas8ngly thankful if you pay this small obliga8on yourselves.
When reﬂec8ng on these things, why should not each of us tell himself, "Yes, we A.A.s were once a
burden on everybody. We were 'takers.' Now that we are sober, and by the Grace of God have become
responsible ci8zens of the world, why shouldn't we now about face and become 'thankful givers'! Yes, it is
high 8me we did!”
Used with permission of Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc..

12X12 Quote of the Month
“The Seventh Step is where we make the change in
our attitude which permits us, with humility as our
guide, to move out from ourselves toward others and
toward God.”
Used with permission by the AAWS, Inc.

12X12 pg. 76

Concept VII
The Conference recognizes that the Charter and the Bylaws of the General Service Board are legal
instruments: that the Trustees are thereby fully empowered to manage and conduct all the world
service aﬀairs of Alcoholics Anonymous. It is further understood that the Conference Charter itself is
not a legal document: that it relies instead upon the force of tradiGon and the power of the A.A. purse
for its ﬁnal eﬀecGveness.”

“This concept may appear to be contradictory; it may look like the collision of an irresis8ble force
with an immovable object. On the one hand we see a Board of Trustees which is invested with complete
legal power over A.A.’s funds and services, while on the other hand we ﬁnd that A.A.’s General Service
Conference is clothed with such great tradi8onal inﬂuence and ﬁnancial power that, if necessary, it could
overcome the legal rights of the Board of Trustees. It can therefore give the Trustees direc8ves and secure
compliance with them—prac8cally speaking.
This means that the prac8cal power of the Conference will nearly always be superior to the legal
power of the Trustees. This superior power in the Conference ﬂows from the powerful tradi8onal inﬂuence
of the Charter itself. It derives from the large majority of group-chosen Delegates in the Conference. And
ﬁnally, in any great extremity, it would rest upon the undoubted ability of the Delegates to deny the
General Service Board the monies with which to operate—viz., the voluntary contribu8ons of the A.A.
groups themselves. Theore8cally, the Conference is an advisory body only, but prac8cally speaking it has all
the ul8mate rights and powers that it may ever need.
When we reﬂect that our Trustees have no salaried ﬁnancial interest in their posts, we can be quite
sure that such a Board would never think of legally contes8ng the clear and sustained will of the
Conference Delegates and the A.A. areas they represent. If someday the chips were down, there would be
li;le chance of a stalemate. The Conference would ﬁnd itself in complete control of the situa8on. As the
conscience of A.A., the Delegates would ﬁnd themselves in ul8mate authority over our General Service
Board and its corporate arms of ac8ve world service.
The history of this development is interes8ng and important. When in 1950 the Conference Charter
was drawn, this ques8on of where the ﬁnal authority ought to rest was a very moot ma;er. Would the
Conference have the last word, or would the Trustees? By then we knew for sure that complete and ﬁnal
authority over our funds and services should never con8nue to reside in an isolated Board of Trustees who
had an unqualiﬁed right to appoint their own successors. This would be to leave A.A. world services in the
hands of a paternalis8c group, something en8rely contradictory to the “group conscience” concept of
Tradi8on Two. If the Trustees were to be our permanent service administrators and the guardians of A.A.’s
Twelve Tradi8ons, it was evident that they must somehow be placed in a posi8on where they would
necessarily have to conform to our Tradi8ons, and to the desires of our Fellowship.
To accomplish this objec8ve, we considered all kinds of devices. We thought of incorpora8ng the
Conference itself, thus placing it in direct legal authority over the Board. This would have meant that all
Conference members would have had to have a legal status. It would have been much too cumbersome an
arrangement, involving really the incorpora8on of our whole Fellowship, an idea which the Conference
itself later repudiated.
We also considered the idea of country-wide elec8ons for all Trustees. But this procedure would
have produced a poli8cal shamble, rather than the topﬂight managerial talent the Board had to have. So
that no8on was abandoned.
We next inquired whether the Conference itself could not both nominate and directly elect our
Trustees. But how could several scores of Delegates do this? They would come from all over the country.
They would not be too well acquainted with each other. Their terms would be short and their mee8ngs
brief. How, then, could such a body nominate and elect alcoholic and nonalcoholic Trustees of a top
managerial caliber? Clearly there could be n reliable method for doing this. Very reluctantly, we had to drop
this idea.
It thus became obvious that new Trustee choices—subject to Conference approval—would s8ll have
to be leI pre;y much to the Trustees themselves. Only they would be capable of understanding what the
Board needed. Except in a 8me of reorganiza8on, this method of selec8on would have to con8nue—
certainly as to the larger part of the Board’s membership. Otherwise the Board could not be held
accountable for management results. We might wind up with no eﬀec8ve management at all. For these
reasons, the Conference was given the right to reject, but not to elect, new Trustee candidates.”
Used with permission of Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc., Service
Manual pg. 29-30

SPECIAL EVENTS

Harbor Group
54th Anniversary
July 4th.,10:30am
3000 W. 5th St.
FTW, TX 76107
Tarrant County Wide
Sat., July 6th., 6:30p 8p
Unity Forth Worth
5051 Trail Lake Dr., FTW,76133
Tarrantcountywide.org,
Dessert & Coffee
(tarrantcountywide.org)
2019 Summer Area Committee
Meeting (ACM)
July 14, Ray of Hope Group
Seven Points, TX
1:30pm-4:30pm
Let’s Talk about the Traditions
Get In The Car Group
Monthly Traditions video conference call
Thursday, July 18 @ 7:00pm
(getinthecar.org/traditions-talk/
North Forty Group
39th Anniversary
Sunday, July 21st.
3201 NE 28TH St.
FTW, 76111
Begins at 9:30am
Tuesday Night Speaker Meeting
One Year Anniversary
August 10, 2019
5:00pm
Christ the King Lutheran Church
4200 Denton Hwy., Haltom City

North Texas Roundup
August 16th – 18
Double Tree Hotel
4099 Valley View Ln
Dallas, 75244
(northtexasroundup.org)
NETA65 Treatment Workshop
Cornerstone Grp.
9090 Skillman St. #299A
Dallas, 75243
Saturday, August 24, 1;30pm-4:30pm
Miracles at Lake Murray
September 6-8th.
3323 Lodge Rd.,
Ardmore, OK 73401
(MiraclesAtLakeMurray.com)
National AA
Technology Workshop
September 20 – 22
Bowling Green, KY
Area 65 Corrections Conference
October 5, 9:00am-4:00pm
Creekwood United Methodist Church
261 Country Club Rd.
Allen, 75002
75th Texas State Convention
June 12-14, 2020
Hilton Forth Worth
815 Main S.
FTW, 76102

ON SALE $6.00 a piece or two for
for $10.00!!

Get one before they are all gone!!!

!

And

